Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 09178 122234Z 
ACTION SIL-01 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 EUR-12 EA-12 NEA-11 10-14 ISO-OO 
CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SS-15 
SP-02 DODE-OO PA-02 ICA-20 TRSE-00 /126W 

087813 131903Z/43 41 

R 121906Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6531 
INFO ALL EC CAPITALS 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 09178 

USEEC 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 09178 122234Z 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, ICFTU, SHUM, UR 

SUB J : WCL ANNOUNCES FILING OF ILO COMPLAINT AGAINST USSR 
REF: BRUSSELS 8994 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN A PRESS COMMUNIQUE ISSUED MAY 1 1 , THE WORLD 
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CONFEDERATION OF LABOR, HEADQUARTERED HERE, ANNOUNCED 
THAT IT HAS LODGED A COMPLAINT WITH THE ILO AGAINST THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT FOR "FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF TRADE UNION 
FREEDOM." THE COMPLAINT, SIGNED BY WCL GENERAL SECRETARY 
JAN KULAKOWSKI AND FILED IN GENEVA MAY 9, CHARGES THE 
USSR WITH VIOLATING ILO CONVENTIONS 87 AND 98, WHICH BOTH 
DEAL WITH THE WORKERS' RIGHT TO ORGANIZE. 

2. THE WCL PRESS RELEASE POINTS OUT THAT IN JANUARY THIS 
YEAR SOVIET WORKERS, RESPONDING "TO THE NEED OF 
HAVING AN INSTRUMENT BELONGING TO THEMSELVES,” FORMED A 
TRADE UNION AND ANNOUNCED THAT FACT TO THE WORLD. "THE 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES WERE NOT LONG IN REACTING," THE PRESS 
RELEASE CONTINUES. "THE WORKERS WHO FORMED THAT TRADE 
UNION WERE ALL APPREHENDED. AMONG OTHERS, VLADIMIR 
KLEBANOV WAS ARRESTED ON THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY 7, 1978, 

BY POLICE IN A SUBWAY STATION; ON THE SAME DAY VALENTIN 
POPLAVSKY WAS ALSO ARRESTED AT HIS HOME, AND VARBARA 
KUTCHERENKO WAS CONFINED TO A PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL. 
ACCORDING TO THE USSR CONSTITUTION, HOWEVER, THEY HAD 
THE RIGHT TO FORM A TRADE UNION." 

3. THE ANNOUNCEMENT MENTIONS THAT THE WCL COMPLAINT IS 
BASED ON INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
AND OTHER SOURCES. HINTON 
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